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FACILITIES ENGINEERING 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF STANDBY ELECTRIC GENERATORS 
________________________________________________________________________ 
HISTORY.  This is the first publication of this Devens Reserve Forces Training Area 
(RFTA) Regulation.  It is based on a previously published Fort Devens Reg 420-7. 
 
SUMMARY.  This regulation prescribes the requirements for operation and maintenance 
of standby electrical generators. 
 
APPLICABILITY.  This regulation applies to those generators which are authorized by 
AR 420-43 and are installed as building equipment (real property).   
 
IMPACT ON THE NEW MANNING SYSTEM.  This regulation does not contain 
information that affects the New Manning System. 
 
SUPPLEMENTATION.  Local supplementation of this regulation and establishment of 
forms are prohibited, except upon approval of the Director of Public Works (DPW).  
Requests for exception, with justification, will be sent to Commander, Headquarters 
Devens RFTA, ATTN:  AFRC-FMD-PW, Devens, MA  01432-4429. 
 
SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS.  The proponent of this regulation is the Director of 
Public Works.  Users are invited to send comments and suggested improvements on DA 
Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) directly to 
Commander, Headquarters Devens RFTA, ATTN:  AFRC-FMD-PW, Devens, MA  
01432-4429. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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1-1   Purpose.  To define responsibilities and establish procedures for the operation and 
maintenance of standby electrical generators. 
 
1-2  RESPONSIBLITIES.  The Directorate of  Public Works (DPW) is responsible for 
installation, accomplishment of organizational maintenance (2nd echelon maintenance), 
and supervision of operator’s maintenance (1st echelon maintenance). 
 
1-3.  PROCEDURES. 
 

a.  The using unit or activity will provide qualified operators who will be the only 
personnel to operate and maintain the equipment.  Operators will have properly 
completed SF 46 (U.S. Government Motor Vehicle Operator’s Identification Card).  The 
Property Officer of the using activity will sign for the generator and will inform the DPW 
of the names of operators. 
 
 b.  Generators will be started weekly and run to operating temperature.  They 
should also be run under load.  This weekly run-up will be scheduled during a week-day 
morning. 
 
      (1)  Malfunctions will be reported to DPW (ext 3745) prior to 1200 hours on 
the day of run-up so that repairs can be scheduled during that working day. 
 
      (2)  Batteries that do not come up to full charge during the weekly run-up 
should be brought up to full charge with a battery charger of the rectifier type operating 
from commercial power.  Using the stand-by generator for this purpose could take many 
hours, placing unnecessary wear on the equipment. 
 
      (3)  The generator will be started and run for 30 minutes biannually.   
 
 c.  The operator will maintain DA Form 2401, Dispatch Sheet and this form will 
remain with the machine for history. 
 
 d.  The operator will maintain DA Form 2404, Equipment Inspection and 
Maintenance Worksheet, to provide the information for maintenance and repair. 
 
 e.  The DPW will perform organizational maintenance (2nd echelon maintenance).  
 
1-4.  REFERENCE. 
 
 a.  AR 420-49 (APR 97) Utilities Services 
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FOR THE COMMANDER: 
 
OFFICIAL:     H. CARTER HUNT, JR. 
      Installation Commander 
 
 
 
 
JON B. BENNETT 
Information Management Officer 
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