
2008 Motorcycle Safety Course  
Frequently Asked Questions: 

 
When are classes scheduled? 
 
Beginner’s courses are scheduled for 3-4 May, 7-8 June, 26-27 July, and 9-10 August and 
6-7 Sept.  Experienced rider courses are scheduled for 16 May, 20 June, 18 July,  
15 August, 19 Sept and 17 Oct. 
 
Where are classes held? 
 
For the beginner’s class, the classroom portion is held in the Airman and Family 
Readiness center, Bldg 1218.  Please be in place no later than 0720. Class begins 
promptly at 0730 and is over at approximately 1630. 
 
The classroom portion for the experienced course is held in the MEO Classroom, Bldg 
1217. Please be in place no later than 0750. Class begins promptly at 0800 and is over 
approximately at 1630.   
 
Students who arrive late may not be admitted to the class and will be considered no 
shows.   
 
The riding portion for both classes is held at the parking lot behind the clinic B-1900.   
 
How much does the class cost? 
 
The class is free to eligible attendees. 
 
I attended this class at my last base; do I need to attend here? 
 
Attendees 26 Yrs and younger who are assigned to AFMC a 3 Yr refresher is required. 
For all others this is a one time good deal.  Once you successfully complete this course, 
you are not required to take it again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Who is eligible to attend these classes? 
 
AFI 31-204, ABWSI requires all military personnel to attend or have attended an 
approved Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) course prior to operating a motorcycle, 
on or off duty, and regardless of the member’s decision to register the motorcycle on a 
DoD installation. Air Force civilian personnel operating a motorcycle while on duty must 
also attend, or have attended an approved MSF course and regardless of the member’s 
decision to register the motorcycle on a DoD installation.  All other personnel including 
but not limited to retirees, contractors dependents and other air force civilians are highly 
encouraged to attend training on a space available basis.  Class attendees are prioritized 
in the following order:   
  

Priority 1: 
 

Active Duty Military Personnel (All branches reserve or National Guard                                               
            personnel on active duty) 
 

Air Force Civilian Personnel (all AF civilian personnel who operate a motorcycle 
while in an on-duty status  

 
Priority 2: 

 
Retirees, family members, contractors, and all other non-Air Force civilian 
personnel who operate a motorcycle while on Hanscom AFB  

 
What is an Air Force civilian? 
 
The definition of Air Force civilians for this purpose includes DoD civil service 
(including reserve component technicians and reserve technicians, unless in a military 
duty status), NAF Employees, Corps of Engineers civil works employees, youth or 
student assistance program employees, AAFES employees and foreign nationals 
employed by the DoD components.  
 
Can I bring my own motorcycle? 
 
Motorcycles are provided for the beginner’s course.  If you are attending the beginner’s 
course, you must use the motorcycle provided.  If you are attending the experienced 
course, you must bring your motorcycle, and it must be able to pass the T-CLOCK (Tires 
and Wheels, Controls, Lights, Oil and Chassis, Kickstand) safety inspection from the 
instructors.   
 
I heard that this course qualifies me for a discount on my motorcycle insurance.  Is 
this true? 
 



Maybe.  Your insurance company may recognize your completion of this course and 
offer discounts.  We do not guarantee any insurance discounts with this course. 
 
 
Will completion of this course give me a valid motorcycle license? 
 
Depends. Ironstone Ventures will coordinate with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) to obtain a waiver for the road test if you desire a 
Massachusetts motorcycle license.  If you bring your Massachusetts permit to the course 
and successfully complete it, then Ironstone Ventures will electronically submit your 
information to the RMV and you should get your license.  NOTE: This applies to 
Massachusetts residents only. 
 
If you are attending the ERC, you MUST have your license. There is no licensing 
coordination with the RMV for this course. 
 
Can I operate and register my bike on base after I pass this course? 
 
Yes, provided you successfully complete the course and meet all other criteria (license 
and insurance). This course satisfies the requirement for registering and operating your 
motorcycle on a DoD installation. 
 
What personnel protective equipment should I wear to class? 
 
Helmets will be provided for the beginner’s course, but you may wear your own if you 
have one.  Helmets must be DOT, ANSI, or Snell approved.  In addition to the helmet, 
you must have full-fingered gloves, long pants, over-the-ankle boots with sturdy soles, 
long sleeved shirt or jacket, impact resistant goggles or a full face shield on the helmet, 
and clothes appropriate for the weather. 
 
It is supposed to rain on my scheduled date.  Will classes be cancelled? 
 
No, classes are held as scheduled, rain or shine. 
 
What will be taught at the beginner’s course? 
 
The beginner’s course will cover straight-line riding, turning, shifting and stopping and 
gradually progress to cornering, swerving and emergency braking.  Classroom training 
will include learning about the different types of motorcycles, their controls and how they 
operate.  The instructors, all experienced motorcyclists, will advise students on what to 
wear for comfort and protection.  Classroom training will also include how alcohol and 
other drugs affect the student’s ability to ride safely.  A very important segment of the 
course will show students how to create their own strategy for riding in traffic and 
dealing with critical situations.  The course concludes with a knowledge test and skill 
evaluation. 
 



 
 
 
 
What will be taught at the experienced rider’s course? 
 
Students, using their own motorcycle will put into practice the techniques of managing 
traction, controlling rear wheel skids, stopping quickly, cornering and swerving.  In the 
classroom, students will discuss with their peers how to balance the mental and physical 
aspects of safe riding, manage risk, increase visibility and optimize their lane position.  
The course will also cover protective gear, rider responsibility, motorcycle inspection and 
care, the effects of alcohol and other drugs on riding and an optional skill evaluation and 
knowledge test. 
 
Do I have to own a motorcycle to attend training? 
 
This course is not intended for folks who just want to spend a weekend riding a 
motorcycle.  If you are a motorcyclist or soon to be motorcyclist, then you should attend 
this training.  If you have never ridden a motorcycle and think this will be fun, then 
please do not take up a seat that someone else may need.   
 
How do I sign up? 
 
E-mail the safety common mailbox at esc.se.cmb@hanscom.af.mil with the date you 
want to attend to the safety office and we will send you a registration request. Complete 
this request and return it via e-mail.  Incomplete forms will be returned to you for action.  
We will finalize the class roster the Wednesday before the class is scheduled, you will 
receive an e-mail confirmation of your reservation.  
 
I am scheduled for a class, but something came up and I cannot attend.  Who should 
I notify? 
 
Once your reservation is confirmed, this class is considered a mandatory military 
appointment. If you are scheduled for a class and cannot attend for any reason, notify the 
safety office ASAP.  Please do not send a friend or coworker in your place.  Since there 
is usually a waiting list for each class, the next eligible person will be given the 
opportunity to attend.  No-shows will be reported to their squadron commander, and an 
explanation will be required to the Director of Safety.  We pay the contractor the same 
amount of money for each class, whether there are 2 students or 12.  It is in Hanscom’s 
best interest to completely fill all classes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
I am on standby.  What does that mean? 
 
We are limited to 12 seats per class, and to prevent empty seats, we will have up to 3 
standby folks for each class.  If, for some reason, a primary attendee does not show, and 
there are standby folks present, then they will be able to attend the class.  For example, 11 
students show up to class. The instructor has standby number 2 and 3 present. Standby 
number 2 will be admitted to the class.  It is entirely optional for the standby’s to show up 
on Saturday, but if you do and there is a no show, you may just get into the class. 
 
I still have questions that are not answered here.  Who can I call? 
 
The primary POC for the motorcycle course is SSgt Simmons and his extension is 3-3552 
or contact other Safety staff members at ext. 3-5135.   
 


